Greenwich Council plans to demolish Waterfront Leisure Centre for housing after launching Woolwich Waves
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Greenwich Council is set to demolish the Waterfront Leisure Centre in Woolwich, a facility that has served the community for 30 years, once the new Woolwich Waves leisure centre opens. Situated on a 2.25-acre site by the Thames near the Woolwich Ferry south dock, the aging building is earmarked for clearance to make way for housing development as part of the ongoing regeneration of Woolwich. The council's cabinet is scheduled to discuss the demolition and future sale of the site on November 19. The intention is to avoid issues often associated with vacant buildings, such as anti-social behaviour and security costs, and to ensure the land’s repurposing proceeds through a transparent and competitive sale, securing best value for the borough.
Woolwich Waves, the new flagship leisure centre, was named following a public vote earlier this year, where the community selected the winning title out of three options. The centre, which is expected to open next month, promises a state-of-the-art facility including an eight-lane 25-metre swimming pool, water slides, a two-floor gym, a health suite with a spa and sauna, sports halls, and various community amenities such as a soft play area and café. The council emphasises that Woolwich Waves is a central component of the broader Woolwich regeneration strategy, which also features improvements to local cultural venues like the refurbishment of Tramshed Theatre and the opening of Woolwich Works, aiming to enhance the town centre’s appeal for residents, visitors, and businesses.
Beyond the leisure centre, the redevelopment plan includes constructing several residential tower blocks on the site once occupied by the Waterfront Leisure Centre, aiming to deliver hundreds of new homes. Initial planning consent granted in 2022 covered 482 homes with a target of 35% affordable housing, although recent developments have seen adjustments. Notably, plans for 51 council homes behind Woolwich Waves were scrapped in mid-2025 due to changes in building regulations that rendered the original scheme financially unviable. The council has shifted towards providing affordable housing of unspecified tenure instead, a move that sparked concerns about the reduction in council housing provisions, especially important given the demolition of the nearby Troy Court block for over-55s residents.
The redevelopment aligns with both Greenwich Council and the Mayor of London’s affordable housing targets, underscoring housing provision as a crucial aspect of the area's regeneration. Moreover, the site’s proximity to local landmarks like the Woolwich Foot Tunnel, which has a rotunda behind the Waterfront facility, raises potential for integrating or highlighting these historic features within the new housing development.
Greenwich Council presents the closure of the Waterfront Leisure Centre and the transition to Woolwich Waves as a strategic, long-term plan aimed at delivering modern amenities while meeting the pressing housing needs in the borough. The council’s cabinet is expected to finalise decisions on the old centre’s demolition imminently, marking a significant phase in Woolwich’s transformation.
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