Google Pixel 9's new location sharing feature raises privacy concerns
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In March 2023, a significant update was rolled out for Google Pixel devices, particularly the Google Pixel 9, as part of the latest Pixel Feature Drop coupled with an Android update. A notable addition to this release is the new "People" tracking functionality within the Find My Device application, which has been met with mixed reactions. 
Find My Device serves as Google’s counterpart to Apple’s Find My network, offering users the ability to locate their connected Bluetooth devices and signed-in Android products. Users can trace their gadgets' last known locations or prompt them to emit a sound, facilitating the process of finding misplaced items. 
The newly introduced People tab, currently in its beta phase, allows users to share their location with friends and family. This new feature enables individuals to be tracked by those they authorise, reminiscent of functionalities found in Google Maps. According to a Tech Radar contributor, “speaking to Tech Radar, the quoted individual noted that being able to quickly share my location will be great when trying to organise, say, a meetup.” This aspect is anticipated to streamline coordination for gatherings or provide reassurance to loved ones after night outings.
While the utility of this feature is apparent, concerns surrounding digital privacy and safety have also been raised. The proliferation of tracking applications—such as Life360, Glympse, and Google Maps—has prompted discussions about privacy vulnerabilities, especially in light of recent reports regarding potential exploits in competing services like Apple’s Find My. The contributor highlighted the potential for digital stalking, acknowledging that “all of these tracking apps… make it clear how easy it is for us to be found by our phones.”
In response to privacy concerns, Google has implemented several safeguards. Users must manually enable location sharing with their chosen contacts, and Find My Device provides alerts when tracking is active. This feature serves as a reminder that location data is being shared, allowing users to maintain control over their privacy preferences. Furthermore, Android technology can automatically detect and alert users to unknown tracking devices, enhancing security measures.
Ultimately, the newly introduced People feature within Find My Device leans towards enhancing user convenience and functionality while maintaining mechanisms for user protection. As users navigate the balance between connectivity and privacy, this feature may serve varying purposes for different individuals, fostering collaboration among authorized users while addressing insecurities about unwanted tracking. For those looking to explore the recent feature drop further, Tech Radar highlighted seven additional tools that have been integrated into Pixel phones and watches.
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