Liverpool to benefit from £10 million investment in robotic laboratories
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Liverpool is set to receive a significant boost in its health innovation sector with the announcement of a new £10 million investment for state-of-the-art robotic laboratories designed to combat deadly diseases. This funding comes from the government's Innovation Zone initiative, aimed at enhancing research capabilities, particularly in the field of infectious diseases.
The new High Containment Level 3 laboratories will be established at the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine (LSTM) with the support of the Infection Innovation Consortium (iiCON). These advanced facilities will facilitate the development and validation of novel treatments, including vaccines and diagnostics, for high-risk infectious pathogens that pose global health threats.
Equipped with cutting-edge robotics, AI, and sophisticated liquid handling systems, the new laboratories will enable researchers to advance their work while ensuring safety in handling dangerous pathogens. LSTM, which has one of the largest concentrations of Containment Level 3 labs in the North West, previously played a crucial role during the COVID-19 pandemic, demonstrating the need for robust research facilities in addressing public health emergencies.
The launch of these labs is set to enhance human organoid research, employing advanced technologies to grow tissues that replicate human organs, potentially expediting the regulatory approval process for new treatments. In addition to saving lives, the robotic laboratories are projected to generate £40 million in investment within the first three years, as well as creating well-paid jobs in the region and fostering a robust research environment.
Liverpool City Region Mayor Steve Rotheram commented on the investment, stating, “Robotic labs might sound like something out of science fiction, but this is very much science fact – and a massive vote of confidence in our region’s position as a global leader in health innovation.” He further noted that the pandemic highlighted the essential role of the local life sciences sector, underlining the significance of this investment in attracting business and talent to the area.
Professor Giancarlo Biagini, Pro Vice-Chancellor for Research and Innovation at LSTM, expressed pride in receiving the investment, which complements funding from UKRI’s Expanding Excellence in England (E3) fund and the Wolfson Foundation. He stated, “This combined £20m initiative will accelerate the preclinical development of new therapeutics, vaccines, and diagnostics - strengthening the UK’s position as a global leader in health innovation.”
Adding to this sentiment, Professor Janet Hemingway, founding director of iiCON, stated that the consortium is pleased to support this transformative initiative and looks forward to utilising its extensive network of industry, academic, and clinical partners to maximise the facility’s potential. She emphasized the importance of fostering impactful collaborations that support SMEs and generate high-value jobs while enhancing health outcomes.
Since its founding in 2020 with an initial £18.6 million government grant, iiCON has rapidly expanded into a £260 million programme, collaborating with over 1,000 organisations and bolstering the city region’s research and development spend by £1 billion. It has successfully supported the launch of 36 new products, with over 5 billion units of essential treatments reaching communities globally.
The new laboratory project aligns with the longer-term Liverpool City Region Life Sciences Innovation Zone programme, which aspires to attract up to £800 million in public and private investment and create 8,000 skilled jobs over the next decade. This initiative is part of the government's broader national Investment Zone Programme, aimed at fostering innovation and economic growth in key sectors.
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