The rise of AI-generated action figures: a playful nod to the Barbiecore trend

[image: ]
The recent phenomenon of AI-generated action figures has taken the internet by storm, garnering participation from various users eager to see themselves or well-known celebrities transformed into collectible toys. This trend has notably included high-profile figures like Donald Trump, Elon Musk, and UK politician Keir Starmer, all reimagined as miniature dolls, reflecting a playful nod to the growing "Barbiecore" aesthetic.
The process for creating these action figures involves users providing a high-resolution image and a descriptive prompt to the generative AI chatbot ChatGPT. This AI takes on the task of creating a unique action figure complete with realistic packaging and accessories that reflect the personality of the individual depicted. The trend harkens back to the collector doll craze reminiscent of the 1980s.
Highlights of the figurines include an Elon Musk doll, which comes equipped with a Tesla car and a SpaceX rocket, while the Donald Trump action figure features stacks of cash and a golf club against a backdrop adorned with the American flag. The likenesses are strikingly close to their real-life counterparts, as seen in the figure of Prince Harry, which presents him ready for equestrian activity, complete with detailed red arm hair and subtle forehead wrinkles.
Politicians are not the only ones to be featured; beloved fictional characters have also been immortalised. Iconic figures such as James Bond, Mr Bean, and Walter White from "Breaking Bad" have received their own AI figurine representations. Football stars like Kylian Mbappé, Neymar, and England's Harry Kane, as well as celebrities such as Ariana Grande and Taylor Swift, who has been depicted in a more whimsical "Galactic Muse" astronaut theme, have also made appearances in this trend.
Major brands have joined in as well. The Royal Mail has produced an AI action figure of a postman, while supermarket giant Asda and Marks & Spencer have developed figures based on popular characters like Percy Pig. Notably, Nigel Farage’s figurine includes a mock milkshake accessory, a reference to a notable incident from June 2024.
To create an AI action figure, users need to follow a straightforward process. They begin by accessing ChatGPT, uploading a high-resolution image, and articulating their vision for the figure through a detailed prompt. After generating the image, users can make adjustments before finalising and downloading it for sharing on social media.
Despite the novelty and fun associated with this trend, there are underlying concerns related to generative AI technology. Critics point to the substantial resources required to power these AI systems, such as the significant amounts of water and electricity needed for cooling and operation. Additionally, there are growing apprehensions regarding the potential breach of copyright laws, given that the technology might rely on data that has not been adequately compensated for its use.
As the popularity of AI-generated action figures continues to rise, the social media buzz surrounding them serves to highlight both the creativity on display and the broader implications of AI technologies in today's digital world.
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