Artist Stuart Semple launches YOLO paint inspired by previously unseen colour Olo
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British multidisciplinary artist Stuart Semple has introduced a new paint named YOLO, which embodies a vibrant blue-green shade inspired by a previously unseeable colour documented by researchers at the University of California, Berkeley. This uniquely saturated colour, dubbed "Olo," is exceptional in that it has been observed by very few individuals, owing to its creation in strictly controlled experimental settings employing lasers to stimulate a specific type of cone cell in the human retina.
Semple, who is renowned for his earlier projects such as The World's Blackest Black and The Pinkest Pink, has transformed this elusive hue into a high-frequency acrylic paint intended for artists globally. He described YOLO in an interview with Trend Hunter, saying: "Whilst YOLO isn’t exactly the same as firing a laser into your eyeball, the experience of the colour is as close as you’ll ever get with a paint. This mix's specific blend of high-frequency pigments and brighteners is designed to stimulate specific wavelengths of visual experience."
The development of YOLO aligns with several contemporary trend themes in colour and visual experience, including the use of high-frequency pigmentation, which pushes the perceived boundaries of the visible colour spectrum, and the synthesis of colours that were previously attainable only in experimental or laboratory contexts. Additionally, advancements in the scientific understanding of human colour perception continue to influence and expand the creative possibilities for artists and designers alike.
From an industry standpoint, these innovations have notable implications. The art supplies sector stands to benefit from pigment technologies that offer new levels of vibrancy and uniqueness. Optical research plays a crucial role in evolving colour technologies, enabling products that possess experiential qualities beyond the limits of natural colour perception. Furthermore, the design and fashion industries are presented with opportunities to integrate such advanced colour technologies to produce items with aesthetic dimensions that were previously unattainable.
Stuart Semple’s YOLO paint thus represents a fusion of scientific exploration and artistic innovation, offering a tangible way for artists to access a novel visual experience that was once beyond reach.
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