Teen entrepreneur's AI calorie-tracking app wins millions despite Ivy League rejections
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An 18-year-old Long Island teenager, Zach Yadegari, has developed an innovative calorie-tracking app powered by artificial intelligence that is gaining widespread attention and substantial financial success. Despite his remarkable achievements, including high academic scores and entrepreneurship milestones, Yadegari has faced multiple rejections from top-tier universities, including several Ivy League schools.
Zach Yadegari, CEO of Cal AI, has been engaged in coding since the age of seven, cultivating his skills through online resources. Reflecting on his early interest in technology, he shared, "I would binge-watch YouTube videos." By age 16, he had already sold his first website to an international gaming company for a six-figure amount.
His newest project, Cal AI, was born out of frustration with existing nutrition apps. The app utilises artificial intelligence to scan food items in photos, providing users with detailed nutritional information such as calorie count, protein, carbohydrates, and fats. "It will be much more accurate than you estimating by yourself just visually," Yadegari explained. He believes the future lies in the collaboration between humans and AI, saying, "I think this balance between a human and AI interaction is really where the future is headed."
The app’s success has been spectacular. With over five million downloads, Cal AI is projected to generate $30 million in revenue this year. Managing a team of 17 full-time employees, many older than himself, Yadegari is completing his senior year at Roslyn High School while maintaining an impressive 4.0 GPA.
Despite scoring 34 on the ACT and demonstrating exceptional entrepreneurial skills, Yadegari was rejected by 15 of the 18 universities he applied to, including multiple Ivy League institutions. His experience has sparked a broader conversation about whether elite colleges adequately value entrepreneurial accomplishments. After posting about his rejections on the social media platform X, his story went viral, accumulating over 28 million views.
Addressing the situation, Yadegari stated, "I wanted to cultivate a community. I guess it is their loss. I'll find somewhere else to do it." Offering encouragement to aspiring coders, he advised, "My advice is always to get started now."
Yadegari’s journey highlights the complexities of college admissions processes in the context of contemporary achievements outside traditional academic metrics.
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