Linux Foundation's LF AI & Data Foundation welcomes three new IBM open source projects

[image: ]
The Linux Foundation’s LF AI & Data Foundation has announced the addition of three new open source projects contributed by IBM, broadening its portfolio in key AI and data technology areas. The projects—Docling, Data Prep Kit, and BeeAI—address critical needs in semantic document understanding, enterprise-grade data preparation, and privacy-preserving federated learning, respectively.
LF AI & Data serves as an umbrella organisation under the Linux Foundation that supports open source innovation in artificial intelligence and data technologies. The three IBM-contributed projects were officially inducted by the LF AI & Data Technical Advisory Committee, a step that integrates them into the foundation’s broader governance and technical ecosystem.
BeeAI is presented as the first open-source platform supporting agent-to-agent communication, enabling developers to build, discover, run, and compose autonomous AI agents into multi-agent workflows. It leverages the open Agent Communication Protocol (ACP) to facilitate interoperability across different frameworks and technology stacks, supporting languages including JavaScript and Python.
Docling offers a comprehensive open-source ecosystem of Python tools designed for document conversion, generation, and manipulation. It focuses on extracting structured information from complex documents, which is critical for enhanced semantic understanding. The project has gained significant traction, with over 27,000 stars on GitHub, pointing to its growing status as a de facto standard in the space.
Data Prep Kit is designed as a modular suite to clean, transform, and trace unstructured data, specifically tailored for large language models (LLMs). It emphasises data quality, transparency, and scalability while supporting both batch and streaming data scenarios. This toolkit integrates seamlessly with modern AI workflows, aiming to enhance the rigour of enterprise data processes.
Todd Moore, Senior Vice President of Community Operations at the Linux Foundation and interim Executive Director of LF AI & Data, expressed enthusiasm for the new projects. Speaking to AiThority, he said, “We are excited to welcome Docling, Data Prep Kit, and BeeAI into the LF AI & Data family. These contributions from IBM reflect a strong commitment to open collaboration and responsible AI. I love BeeAI’s commitment to both Javascript and Python for aggregated learning.”
Brad Topol, Distinguished Engineer and Director of Open Source at IBM, highlighted the projects’ significance for accelerating innovation in generative AI. In remarks to AiThority, he noted, “Docling, Data Prep Kit, and BeeAI were born from a need to fill critical gaps in AI development tooling and accelerate innovation in the Generative AI space. We’re proud to see them as a catalyst enabling the broader open-source community to build AI applications and agentic workflows. We’re excited to collaborate with the open-source community to evolve these technologies and solve real-world challenges together.”
The governance of these projects will follow LF AI & Data’s model, benefiting from structured community-driven technical steering committees and ecosystem engagement. The projects are now publicly accessible, inviting participation from developers, data scientists, and researchers to contribute towards the future development of these impactful tools.
This expansion marks a notable enhancement in the tools available for AI workflows, with emphasis on open collaboration and scalable solutions for enterprise and developer communities.
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