Meta launches standalone AI assistant app powered by Llama 4
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Meta Platforms, the parent company of Facebook, has officially launched a standalone artificial intelligence (AI) service app similar to OpenAI's ChatGPT. The announcement took place on 29 March 2024 during Meta's AI developer conference, Lamacon, marking a significant expansion in the company’s AI offerings.
The newly introduced Meta AI app is described by the company as a personalised AI assistant that "understands user preferences and remembers the context of conversations." It is developed using Meta’s latest AI model, Llama 4, which is designed to provide a more tailored AI experience for users. Unlike Meta’s previous AI integrations, which were embedded within existing platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, and WhatsApp, the new app offers voice-centred conversations through a dedicated interface.
Meta's approach leverages its extensive social media ecosystem as a unique advantage. The company highlighted that, by drawing on the vast amounts of user-generated data from platforms like Facebook and Instagram, it can deliver more refined and customised AI services than competitors, including OpenAI's ChatGPT and Anthropic's Claude.
An interactive feature called the ‘discover feed’ has been incorporated into the app, allowing users to both share and explore innovative ways in which others utilise AI. For example, users might ask the AI something creative like, "Express me with three emojis," and then choose to share the AI’s response with friends. Interaction privacy settings let users decide whether their conversations remain private or become public.
Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg expressed his vision for the AI landscape, stating in January 2024, "This year will be the year in which highly intelligent and personalised AI assistants reach over 1 billion users," and reaffirmed Meta's ambitions by proclaiming, "Meta AI will be the frontrunner."
The introduction of the Meta AI app arrives at a moment when the AI chatbot market is becoming increasingly competitive. As of January 2024, Meta AI reported approximately 700 million monthly active users, a rise from 600 million the previous month, signalling growing traction ahead of the standalone app’s launch.
The Chosunbiz is reporting that this development places Meta directly in competition with ChatGPT, as both companies aim to lead the rapidly evolving AI assistant space. Meta’s new app marks a strategic push to deepen user engagement through personalised AI experiences seamlessly integrated with the social media platforms millions use daily.
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