Google launches Find Hub to expand tracking beyond devices with UWB and satellite support
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Google has announced a significant evolution of its location-tracking capabilities with the launch of the "Find Hub" platform, which officially replaces the existing "Find My Device" tool for Android users. This move comes as part of Google’s strategic unveiling ahead of its I/O 2025 showcase, marking a pivotal shift in how users can track a multitude of personal belongings beyond just smartphones and tablets.
The new Find Hub represents a broader approach to locating items, accommodating not only smart devices but also personal belongings equipped with smart trackers, such as bags and even pets. This expansion aims to offer users a more holistic tracking experience, making it easier to keep tabs on various items registered within the platform. For instance, integration with existing technologies such as Chipolo and Tile provides users with the ability to locate their belongings seamlessly, further enhancing the utility of the service.
In addition to extending its functionality to a wider range of items, Google has revealed that its Find Hub will support ultra-wide band (UWB) technology using moto tags. This advancement is expected to improve the precision of locating items nearby, catering to an increasingly connected lifestyle. Furthermore, a notable feature in the pipeline is satellite connectivity, which aims to keep users connected even in cellular dead zones, ensuring that families can maintain communication regardless of their location.
This transition from Find My Device to Find Hub is not just a rebranding; it signifies a major enhancement in the service's capabilities. The former Find My Device app had been a cornerstone of Android's security features, allowing users to locate their devices, lock them, or remotely erase data when necessary. Its offline tracking functionality, which allows devices to be located even without an internet connection, has emerged as a critical feature, as demonstrated by previous updates and the application’s capacity to detect unwanted trackers.
The new People tab feature introduced in the previous iterations of the Find My Device app allows real-time location sharing among friends and family. This enhancement reflects a growing demand for comprehensive location-sharing solutions, which can be especially useful during emergencies or group outings. The synergy of these features brings robustness to the Find Hub, further positioning it as a formidable competitor in the space already popularised by Apple’s Find My app.
Moreover, Google’s Find Hub is strategically advantageous, leveraging the vast network of over one billion Android devices to facilitate the tracking process. This extensive infrastructure not only empowers users to locate their lost items more effectively but also ensures a high degree of privacy and security, as unwanted tracker alerts help to alert users of any unknown devices accompanying them.
As tracking technology continues to evolve, Google’s Find Hub represents an ambitious leap forward, consolidating various functionalities into a singular, user-friendly platform. The promise of further integrations and capabilities, such as sharing Bluetooth tag locations with airlines to improve luggage retrieval experiences, underscores the platform’s potential impact on how users navigate their day-to-day lives and manage their belongings in an increasingly digital world.
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