Leeds firm SPG Intelligence launches to accelerate UK AI adoption amid government push
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A Leeds-based technology firm has made a strategic move to capitalise on the burgeoning artificial intelligence (AI) sector by launching a dedicated division aimed at helping UK businesses unlock the economic potential of AI. SPG Intelligence, a new arm of Solution Performance Group, is focusing on delivering advanced cloud intelligence, cyber intelligence, and applied intelligence solutions tailored to meet the demands of both the public and private sectors.
Gareth Humphreys, the group's chief executive, noted the urgent need for organisations to adopt AI, stating, “Our clients aren’t asking if they should use AI; they’re asking how fast they can make it happen.” This sentiment reflects a growing trend across the UK, where firms are keen to integrate AI into their operations as quickly as possible, particularly in light of escalating cybersecurity concerns, which reportedly cost UK businesses an estimated £21 billion annually due to cybercrime.
The launch of SPG Intelligence coincides with recent government initiatives aimed at bolstering the UK’s position in the global AI landscape. The UK government has committed £1.5 billion to fuel AI innovation, a move underscored by Prime Minister Keir Starmer in a recent speech where he articulated the importance of AI as a transformative force for economic growth. The Prime Minister highlighted plans to enhance public computing capabilities and create AI Growth Zones, further positioning the UK as the third-largest market globally for private AI investment, surpassing £20 billion since 2016.
This government focus is not isolated but part of a worldwide race for AI dominance. Countries and major corporations are pouring vast sums into AI development. Notably, the tech giants collectively known as the hyper-scalers—Microsoft, Amazon, Alphabet, Meta, and Oracle—increased their capital expenditures by an impressive 48% in 2024, with a significant portion directed toward AI initiatives. China's investment in AI has also surged, with an initial commitment of $8.20 billion to its own AI investment fund, reflecting the intense competitive landscape.
Despite the enthusiasm surrounding AI, challenges remain. A recent report from the UK's Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) concedes that the rapid pace of AI development may introduce risks, such as the spread of misinformation and increased fraud. The CMA emphasises the necessity of regulatory frameworks to oversee the integration of AI into various sectors, thereby safeguarding against potential abuses.
Moreover, initiatives like the creation of an AI chatbot by the UK government illustrate the ongoing efforts to harness AI for public service enhancements. While initial tests showed mixed results, the chatbot demonstrates a commitment to exploring innovative solutions to assist business users in grappling with complex regulations.
Against this backdrop of promise and caution, SPG Intelligence's commitment to expand its capabilities aligns with the urgent call for comprehensive AI adoption among UK businesses. As they prepare to scale their operations, Humphreys expressed confidence in the growing demand for AI and machine learning projects, asserting that the timing is optimal for broader engagement in this vital area of technology.
As AI continues to reshape industries and create new economic opportunities, firms like SPG Intelligence are poised to play a crucial role in facilitating this transformation, responding to the needs of enterprises eager to navigate the complexities of modern technology.
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