Scarlett Johansson warns of big tech’s growing power and AI threats to Hollywood creativity
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Scarlett Johansson has emerged as a prominent voice in the ongoing debate surrounding the influence of big tech on Hollywood and the implications of artificial intelligence (AI) in the film industry. Her recent comments, made during an interview with Vanity Fair ahead of her upcoming film Jurassic World Rebirth, have struck a chord in an industry struggling to navigate the rapidly changing landscape shaped by technology.
Johansson openly criticised how major tech companies have infiltrated the entertainment sector, suggesting that they are now the de facto power brokers. “Big tech guys are the real power players,” she declared, indicating that funding from these corporations extends even to prestigious awards such as the Oscars. This raises troubling questions about control in artistic sectors, echoing sentiments shared widely in the community. She remarked, “I guess we’re being muzzled in all these different ways,” emphasising the pervasive nature of tech influence and the resultant censorship that some believe stifles genuine artistic expression.
In the wake of her recent disputes with OpenAI, Johansson has become particularly vocal about the unchecked proliferation of AI technologies in filmmaking. This controversy, which revolved around a voice in OpenAI's chatbot that resembled her own performance in the film Her, underscored deeper issues related to creators' rights and the misuse of personal likenesses. Following heavy backlash over the use of this voice, OpenAI confirmed the voice was not intended to replicate Johansson's but removed it as a precaution, hinting at the ethical quagmire posed by AI in creative fields. Johansson's previous unsuccessful engagements with OpenAI also highlighted her concerns over how such technologies can distort identities and intellectual properties, leading to a call for “some agreed-upon set of boundaries” to protect artists.
This dialogue is particularly relevant considering Johansson's own experiences with deepfake technology, as she has been targeted by falsified content that misrepresents her and her views. These incidents serve as stark reminders of the potential for AI misuse, particularly in amplifying hateful or defamatory messages. Johansson's advocacy for legislation to safeguard personal likenesses reflects a growing awareness among artists of the risks they face in an increasingly digital world. Legislative responses, including proposed bills for better protection of voice and image rights, are gaining traction as these conversations intensify.
Despite the industry's challenges, Johansson's resilience shines through. As she prepares for her role in Jurassic World Rebirth, she also looks forward to her directorial debut with Eleanor the Great at the Cannes Film Festival. Her decision to step away from the Marvel Cinematic Universe, stating that her character's arc has reached a natural conclusion, has further solidified her commitment to pursuing meaningful roles while maintaining artistic integrity.
Her contributions to the conversation about tech and artistry have not gone unnoticed. Colleagues within the industry, such as Robert Downey Jr. and Sofia Coppola, have lauded Johansson's straightforwardness and leadership qualities. Downey Jr. referred to her as “a natural leader,” praising her for the absence of pretense in her dealings, while Coppola highlighted her early confidence in directing.
As Hollywood continues to grapple with the intertwining of technology and creativity, Johansson's candid observations serve as a crucial reminder of the need for a balance between innovation and safeguarding artistic integrity. The evolving landscape poses both opportunities and challenges, but with advocates like Johansson at the forefront, there is hope for a more ethical approach to the integration of technology in film.
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