Volvo to replace Google Assistant with Gemini AI for safer, smarter in-car voice control
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In a significant advancement for automotive voice technology, Volvo Cars has revealed plans to integrate Google's Gemini AI into its lineup, phasing out the existing Google Assistant system. This initiative, set to roll out later this year for all Volvo vehicles compatible with Android Automotive, aims to position Volvo at the forefront of Google’s ambitions within the automotive sector, ensuring a seamless and more intuitive interaction between drivers and their vehicles.
Gemini is designed to deliver a more human-like, conversational experience compared to traditional voice assistants. Already available on Android smartphones, it enables drivers to perform a variety of tasks using natural language commands, from locating nearby restaurants to retrieving information from the owner's manual without diverting their focus from the road. Such capabilities align with Volvo's overarching commitment to enhancing driver safety and digital wellbeing. The company asserts that its mission includes "reducing your cognitive load so that you can stay focused on driving," which speaks to a growing trend towards creating user-friendly and distraction-free automotive technology.
This advanced AI is not merely a voice assistant; it serves as an intelligent co-pilot, capable of managing complex queries and tasks. Beyond simple tasks like making phone calls, Gemini can assist in composing messages, retrieving information, or even optimising routes for electric vehicle charging stations. Notably, it can function fully while the car is in motion, making the in-car experience more sophisticated and aligning it with the intelligent capabilities evident in smart home devices and smartphones.
Volvo's enhanced partnership with Google also positions the company as the lead development partner for the Android Automotive OS. This collaboration ensures that new features and upgrades to the OS will be trialled in Volvo vehicles before being introduced to competitors, marking a strategic advantage. Volvo vehicles, currently operating on Android 13, are set to transition to Android 15 later this year, further demonstrating the implications of this leadership role in advancing automotive technology.
Alwin Bakkenes, Volvo’s Global Head of Software, noted the significance of this partnership, stating, “We strive to deliver human-centric technology, and a stunning customer experience is an essential part of this. With our expanding partnership, we’re collaborating on cutting-edge solutions that shape the future of connected cars.” This focus on customer experience hints at a broader industry trend, where automakers are redefining their roles not just as manufacturers of physical vehicles but as software innovators, enhancing user interactions and convenience.
The integration of Google Gemini AI signifies a pivotal moment in automotive technology, where sophisticated voice-driven interactions may soon become standard across modern vehicles. As Volvo continues to lead in this space, their advancements not only enhance their own product offerings but also set benchmarks for how AI can redefine mobility and safety in the automotive industry. 
Moreover, Volvo's commitment to utilising advanced technologies extends beyond in-car systems. The company is also exploring the use of AI-generated life-like virtual environments to enhance the development of safety features, such as driver assistance systems. This innovative approach will allow for better analysis and understanding of potential incidents, underscoring a proactive stance towards elevating automotive safety through technology.
As the integration of Gemini rolls out, drivers can expect to experience a more intuitive, personalised, and connected form of automotive technology than ever before, indicative of a future where cars are not only modes of transport but intelligent companions on the road.
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