Apple’s AI-powered smart home hub aims to disrupt market with new ‘homeOS’ and services
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Apple is poised to make a significant entry into the smart home market with the anticipated launch of its first AI-powered home control hub, likely by the end of this year or early next. This device is rumoured to combine the aesthetics of a HomePod and an iPad, featuring a display which could measure around six or seven inches with thick bezels and a front-facing camera for video calls. As the company seeks to innovate in the smart home sector, it is crucial to understand how this device will integrate within Apple's broader strategy, particularly as it relates to artificial intelligence.
The home hub, which may be branded as ‘HomePad’ or potentially run a new operating system called ‘homeOS,’ reflects Apple's response to the growing demand for smart home solutions. The operating system is expected to be based on tvOS and will prominently feature Siri as well as Apple Intelligence, a newly developed AI platform. In recent years, Apple has faced criticism for lagging in the smart home arena compared to competitors and for delays concerning its AI features. According to Bloomberg's Mark Gurman, the introduction of this home hub is part of Apple’s broader strategy to enhance its appeal in the AI space, which has seen substantial growth. Given that the company's traditional revenue streams, particularly from iPhone sales, are experiencing deceleration, the new device could represent a pivotal shift.
Central to the functionality of this hub will be its ability to control an array of smart home devices through Apple's existing HomeKit ecosystem, while also integrating features reminiscent of the iPhone’s StandBy dashboard. As the device is expected to support third-party apps, it aims not merely to be a control center but a comprehensive command hub for everyday smart home needs. Analysts suggest that the success of this initiative will hinge on the practical utility of its AI features and their ability to generate new service revenues. 
While initial reports suggested a timeline aligned with the iPhone 17's launch in September, technical challenges, especially regarding the development of Siri’s new capabilities, have led to speculation about possible delays, with a revised rollout potentially extending into 2026. As of now, the device could also boast features such as video calling through FaceTime, alerts from interconnected cameras, and a variety of widgets providing real-time information about weather, appointments, and more. Apple hopes that this layered functionality will help it compete fiercely against established players like Amazon and Google within this burgeoning market.
In addition to this initial offering, a more advanced device featuring a robotic arm is reportedly in the pipeline, although it is not expected to reach the market until at least a year or two after the home hub's launch. The anticipation surrounding these innovations illustrates Apple’s aspirations to not only strengthen its footprint in the smart home sector but also its commitment to harnessing AI to transform how consumers interact with technology on a daily basis.
As Apple prepares for this potentially game-changing launch, the clarity and effectiveness of the home hub’s AI functionalities will be crucial in determining its success. The enhanced focus on generative AI promises to elevate the user experience, but the execution of these features remains a pressing concern for the tech giant. With substantial engineering challenges still ahead, only time will tell whether Apple’s smart home hub will live up to the considerable expectations that surround it.
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