Edinburgh’s Valla raises £2 million to expand AI-powered legal services for workers
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Edinburgh-based legal tech startup Valla has successfully secured £2 million in seed funding, a pivotal boost that underscores its mission to revolutionise access to legal services. The funding round saw participation from several investors, including Ada Ventures, Active Partners, and Portfolio Ventures, alongside the company’s original backers, Techstart Ventures and the Resolution Foundation. Founded by Danae Shell, Valla is strategically positioned to streamline the legal process for everyday users, empowering them to collect evidence, generate necessary documentation, and receive fixed-price legal support.
"The legal world is experiencing its own watershed moment," stated Shell, emphasising the transformative potential of AI in making legal services more accessible. She noted that while advanced technologies are reshaping the landscape, many ordinary people still find themselves disadvantaged. "We’re flipping this on its head by putting powerful, tailor-made legal tools directly into workers' hands, not just those with deep pockets." Since its inception, Valla claims to have assisted approximately 12,000 workers in raising complaints, negotiating settlements, and navigating the complex Tribunal process. Demand for the platform's services has reportedly more than doubled year on year, with costs ranging from £10 for templates to £250 for three hours of employment lawyer support.
In recognition of its innovative approach, Valla has been selected for the LawTech Sandbox, a government-backed initiative aimed at transforming the legal sector through technological advancements. The Sandbox will serve as an accelerator for Valla’s DIY law platform, which is designed to make legal support accessible and affordable. This recognition aligns with broader trends highlighting the urgent need for affordable legal solutions, particularly as legal fees often pose a barrier to individuals seeking justice.
Commenting on the funding, Check Warner, a founding partner at Ada Ventures, described Valla as exemplifying the type of vision their firm seeks to support. He remarked, "They've spotted a vast, overlooked market and used emerging technology to create an innovative new solution that was impossible even a few years ago." The company plans to deploy the fresh capital towards marketing initiatives, developing additional AI-powered tools, and forming strategic alliances with unions and insurers.
Valla's approach not only aims to democratise access to legal services but also points to a growing recognition within the legal industry of the potential for tech-driven change. The startup's trajectory reflects a broader trend in the legal sector as it adapts to the digital era, where transparency and accessibility are increasingly prioritised. "Valla is a great example of how technology and delivery model innovation can open huge new markets in traditional industries like legal," Shell concluded. This innovative path positions Valla as a frontrunner in a changing landscape, where the convergence of technology and law may ultimately enhance fairness in legal processes.
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