MP accuses Apple and Google of profiting from stolen phones black market
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Martin Wrigley, a member of the UK parliament's technology committee representing the Liberal Democrats, has made grave allegations against tech giants Apple and Google, accusing them of profiting from crime through the thriving black market for stolen smartphones. During a recent session with representatives from both companies, Wrigley highlighted a troubling reality: policies allowing these stolen devices to remain in circulation enable Apple and Google to continue their sales unhindered. “Apple and Google continue to make profit and continue to sell more phones because these phones are not removed from the system,” Wrigley stated, emphasizing the need for better accountability and measures to tackle the issue.
The concerns raised by Wrigley are part of a broader discourse on the responsibilities of tech companies regarding the security and lifecycle of their products. Recent reports indicate that victims of iPhone theft are increasingly finding themselves in a quagmire where, post-theft, they are unable to regain access to their data due to Apple's stringent security measures. This has prompted lawsuits, as these victims seek legal recourse to reclaim their accounts and crucial files, further complicating the relationship between the users and these tech behemoths.
These allegations come amidst a backdrop of growing scrutiny on Apple and Google regarding their practices and market power. The US government has also recently filed an antitrust lawsuit against Apple, claiming that the company stifles competition by controlling access to its software and hardware, thereby increasing costs for consumers. This lawsuit, coupled with previous criticisms from various lawmakers—such as those relating to the companies suppressing competition or misusing consumer data—paints a picture of increasing legislative and societal pressures on these firms.
Internationally, the European Commission has accused both companies of violating the Digital Markets Act, which aims to foster competition within the digital landscape. Google, in particular, faces allegations of favouring its own services in search results, while Apple has been under pressure to allow greater interoperability with competitor devices. This regulatory scrutiny reflects a significant push on both sides of the Atlantic to rein in the market dominance held by these tech giants, raising questions about their future conduct in the industry.
As the debate continues, it is evident that Wrigley’s accusations are not isolated but rather part of a complex web of legal, ethical, and market dynamics entwining technology, consumer rights, and corporate responsibility. This evolving scenario calls for close attention as further developments unfold.
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