Google Cloud drives Qatar’s digital transformation with $18.9bn economic boost and 25,000 jobs by 2030
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Google Cloud's strategic initiatives in Qatar are intricately linked to the nation's aspirations as outlined in the Qatar National Vision 2030. Ghassan Kosta, the regional general manager for Google Cloud covering Qatar, Oman, Bahrain, and Iraq, emphasised that these initiatives—including the establishment of the Doha cloud region and the Google Cloud Centre of Excellence—are proactive commitments aimed at bolstering the digital future of the country. Kosta articulated this vision during a recent interview, stating that the investments made are pivotal for expediting digital transformation, driving economic diversification, and cultivating a skilled workforce essential for the nation’s progress.
The Doha cloud region is seen as a response to a growing demand for cloud services in the Middle East, with projections indicating it could contribute an impressive $18.9 billion to Qatar’s economy between now and 2030. Furthermore, this initiative is anticipated to create approximately 25,000 jobs over the same timeframe. Such economic contributions underscore Google Cloud's role not just as a technology provider but as a facilitator of broader economic goals, which aims to transform Qatar into a hub for digital enterprise and innovation.
Kosta described the extensive suite of tools and infrastructure provided by Google Cloud, including AI, data analytics, and machine learning platforms, designed to empower both government entities and private sector enterprises. “Through these advanced technologies, we are enabling a paradigm shift towards data-driven operations that aligns seamlessly with the digital transformation objectives of Qatar National Vision 2030,” he noted. The approach to making such technologies widely accessible highlights a commitment to fostering a vibrant digital ecosystem—one that encourages the growth of new industries based on knowledge and innovation.
A significant relationship has also been fostered with local educational institutions, exemplified by a collaboration with Qatar University involving the utilisation of NotebookLM, an AI-powered research and writing assistant. Kosta remarked on the profound implications of this partnership for students and researchers, stating, “This initiative significantly benefits the education sector by providing a powerful tool that can help streamline research, synthesise information, and generate new insights.” Such initiatives not only contribute to immediate educational needs but also align with the human development goals of Qatar National Vision 2030.
Moreover, this digital capability is believed to democratise access to advanced AI tools for academic exploration, nurturing a generation of future researchers and innovators in Qatar. The focus on local talent development is vital, as it ensures that the nation can maintain its momentum in a rapidly changing digital landscape.
In conclusion, Google Cloud’s investments and collaborations in Qatar are not merely business ventures but integral components of a larger vision to reshape the economy. By raising the bar for digital infrastructure and technological literacy, Google Cloud is positioning itself as a key player in Qatar’s ambitious strategy for building a leading knowledge-based economy and fostering innovation throughout the region.
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