Apple eyes AI-powered smart glasses with enhanced Siri and custom silicon by 2028
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Apple's anticipated entry into the smart glasses market is generating buzz, particularly in light of a recent Bloomberg report suggesting that the tech giant plans to launch its own AI-powered spectacles next year. While Apple may be entering a space already populated by established products like Meta’s Ray-Ban glasses, analysts and enthusiasts alike believe the company could bring significant innovations to the table.
Meta's Ray-Bans are noteworthy for their fusion of stylish design and functionality, allowing users to take quick photos and videos without the hassle of pulling out a phone. As an avid cyclist, I have found them particularly convenient for hands-free audio, thanks to their open-ear design, which enables simultaneous listening to music or podcasts while remaining aware of my surroundings. At a current sale price of $239, thanks to a recent 20% discount, they have become an attractive option for those keen on tech without sacrificing style. However, while the glasses perform well, there are lingering concerns regarding their camera quality and privacy implications due to their recording capabilities.
Reports indicate that Apple’s upcoming glasses will be equipped with an array of features, including cameras, microphones, and speakers, mirroring those found in Meta's offering. Notably, Apple aims to leverage its existing ecosystem by incorporating unique functionalities like Siri integration and real-time translation capabilities, setting the stage for a potentially more personalized user experience. The company is also developing custom silicon based on its Apple Watch processors, which is expected to enhance power efficiency and multi-camera control. According to industry insiders, these chips could go into production as early as 2026, with a potential launch of the glasses by 2028, though this timeline remains speculative.
Feature-wise, the possibilities for Apple’s glasses are extensive. Personally, I envision a device that offers not only deep integration with Siri for context-aware interactions but also superior camera quality for capturing memories. Moreover, better notification management could elevate the user experience, allowing for seamless integration with iPhone Focus modes, thereby prioritising the alerts that matter most without overwhelming the user.
In contrast to Apple’s deliberate approach, Meta is moving forward with enhancements to its Ray-Ban smart glasses, which now include a live AI feature for real-time assistance and translation. Such updates underscore Meta’s ongoing commitment to innovation in this rapidly evolving market, where users increasingly demand powerful, integrated features. As the competition heats up, it will be intriguing to see how Apple positions its product and what additional capabilities it can incorporate to stand out amidst a backdrop of similar offerings.
While Apple's foray into this space is anticipated with optimism, the pressure to deliver a product that not only meets but exceeds current market expectations will be immense. With Meta already out in the field and continuously enhancing its glasses, Apple’s challenge is to carve out a niche that brings significant advantages to consumers without inflating prices beyond reach. As the landscape evolves, and the technological capabilities become more refined, the potential for smart glasses as a viable product category becomes not just likely but inevitable.
The convergence of technology and consumer demand hints at a promising future for smart glasses, an area where both Apple and Meta are vying for leadership. Understanding what users truly find valuable amid advancements in design and functionality will be critical for both companies as they navigate this exciting frontier.
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