Apple’s AirTag 2 to triple tracking precision and boost privacy with new UWB chip and tamper-proof speaker
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Since its introduction, Apple's AirTag has become synonymous with the pursuit of lost items, pets, and various personal belongings. However, the tracking device has also drawn controversy due to its misuse in stalking incidents, prompting Apple to enhance its security features. As speculation mounts around a second-generation model branded as “AirTag 2,” potential upgrades and a refreshed user experience are anticipated to be on the horizon.
Reports indicate that development plans for the AirTag 2 have been simmering since last year, with an expected launch later this year. Notably, Mark Gurman, in his latest Power On newsletter via Bloomberg, highlighted that Apple is preparing to release the upgraded device by mid-year. However, he clarified that it is unlikely to coincide with the upcoming WWDC event, suggesting a separate launch schedule.
Recent industry insights have outlined three significant upgrades for the AirTag 2. Firstly, it is poised to feature a second-generation ultra-wideband (UWB) chip, expected to deliver tracking capabilities that are three times more effective than those offered by the current model. This enhancement is poised to notably improve the Precision Finding feature, enabling users to locate misplaced items with greater accuracy. Additionally, the AirTag 2 is anticipated to integrate spatial computing technology, possibly in relation to Apple’s Vision Pro headset. Lastly, the new model will incorporate a more tamper-resistant speaker, addressing safety concerns linked to privacy violations.
The legacy of Apple’s AirTags has been marked by both utility and controversy. Following their launch in April 2021, these devices quickly garnered attention not only for facilitating easy tracking but also for being exploited by malicious actors. Over the years, several lawsuits have emerged, primarily focusing on incidents of stalking facilitated by the AirTags. In response, Apple has implemented various anti-stalking features designed to alert users if an unknown tracker has been detected around them. Law enforcement agencies have also recognized the benefits of AirTags in addressing rising vehicle thefts, showcasing both sides of the device's impact.
Despite the challenges Apple has faced, the AirTag has yielded numerous success stories, such as aiding users in recovering lost luggage or forgotten items. As Apple gears up for the release of the AirTag 2, the emphasis appears to be not only on enhancing user experience but also on bolstering safety measures, ensuring that these tracking devices are not only effective but also secure for all users.
In essence, the forthcoming AirTag 2 is set to be a significant step towards refining the user experience while doubling down on safety features, reflecting Apple's ongoing commitment to user privacy and convenience.
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