Haicang district pioneers China’s first nine-valent HPV vaccine and other innovative drugs
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In a significant advancement for China’s pharmaceutical landscape, Haicang district in Xiamen, Fujian province, recently secured market approval for three innovative drugs, positioning itself as a key player in biopharmaceutical development. The approved drugs—Cecolin 9, Pegpesen, and Fosrolapitant and Palonosetron Hydrochloride for Injection—target critical therapeutic areas such as women’s health, oncology, and paediatric growth. This breakthrough aligns with the broader ambition of enhancing domestic innovation capabilities within the flourishing biopharmaceutical sector.
Leading this charge is Cecolin 9, the nation’s first homegrown nine-valent human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine, a collaboration between Xiamen University and Wantai Bio-Pharm. This vaccine provides essential protection against seven high-risk HPV types linked to cervical cancer, as well as preventing various lesions caused by two low-risk types. By achieving this milestone, China joins the United States in securing independent supply capabilities for high-valency HPV vaccines, effectively breaking the long-standing monopoly previously held by imported brands. The impact of Cecolin 9 could be profound, especially given that HPV is responsible for a substantial proportion of cervical cancer cases globally.
Contributing to the momentum is Pegpesen, an innovative long-acting growth hormone injection introduced by Amoytop Biotech. Targeting children aged three and above, it leverages a unique Y-shaped 40kD polyethylene glycol modification technology, allowing for a once-weekly injection regimen. The company claims that this development could reduce the number of annual injections significantly compared to traditional therapies that necessitate daily doses. Such innovations not only enhance adherence to treatment regimens but also represent a shift toward more patient-centric healthcare solutions.
Additionally, the introduction of Fosrolapitant and Palonosetron Hydrochloride for Injection marks a notable advancement in antiemetic therapy. This formulation is distinguished by its dual receptor antagonism, targeting both NK-1 and 5-HT3 receptors to effectively suppress the vomiting reflex through distinct pathways. The potential for a single injection to manage nausea and vomiting during chemotherapy cycles could greatly benefit patients undergoing rigorous cancer treatments, addressing a significant challenge in cancer care.
Xiamen's strategic focus on cultivating a comprehensive biopharmaceutical ecosystem has been instrumental in these achievements. Over the past few years, Haicang has developed a robust innovation framework that integrates research and development, clinical trials, regulatory approvals, and industrial deployment. Local authorities recently introduced measures designed to fortify this system, enhancing interdepartmental coordination throughout all stages of drug development. Zhuang Ruzhen, director of the social science and technology division at Xiamen's municipal bureau of science and technology, highlighted that these efforts ensure seamless transitions from R&D to market, reflecting a commitment to fostering local innovation.
Moreover, data from the provincial medical products administration indicates that the established approval services have expedited the market entry of over 4,170 drugs and health products. This streamlining process has proven vital for local drug makers, enhancing efficiency and reinforcing Haicang's reputation as a “super incubator” for pharmaceutical innovation. Official reports show that Haicang’s biopharmaceutical sector has consistently surpassed the 100 billion yuan mark in revenue for three consecutive years, and it is now ambitiously targeting a revenue goal of 150 billion yuan.
The achievements in drug approvals and the ongoing momentum around research and development signify that Haicang district is not merely chasing global players but is actively setting an impressive pace in the biopharmaceutical field. Today, over 55 new drug candidates are in clinical trials or awaiting approval, underscoring the district's role in driving national health agendas while enhancing the global competitiveness of China's pharmaceutical industry.
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