Yaspa raises $12m to accelerate UK fintech’s US launch with focus on gambling payments
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Yaspa, a rapidly growing fintech firm based in London, has secured $12 million in a funding round led by Discerning Capital, with additional investments from Metavallon and TechStars Ventures. This influx of capital is set to accelerate Yaspa's expansion into the United States, where it has recently incorporated a new entity headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia.
Yaspa specialises in instant payment and identity verification services, utilising a combination of open banking technology and artificial intelligence. Its flagship product, Intelligent Payments, is a real-time payments platform designed to enhance customer intelligence for regulated businesses, particularly in high-risk sectors like gambling. By connecting identity and payment data, Yaspa aims to offer faster, more secure, and cost-efficient bank payments compared to traditional card-based transactions.
James Neville, Yaspa’s co-founder and CEO, highlighted the significance of the funding as a pivotal step in adapting and scaling their technology for the U.S. market. He emphasised the company’s commitment to supporting businesses focused on compliance, player safety, and user experience—a response to the evolving regulatory landscape within the gambling sector in the U.S.
Discerning Capital’s Partner, David Williams, who will join Yaspa’s board, echoed this strategic focus, stating that Yaspa’s solution addresses two critical challenges in regulated gambling payments: chargebacks and player protections. He expressed strong confidence that operators who compare Yaspa’s account-to-account (A2A) payment product with existing providers would choose Yaspa for its innovative approach.
Yaspa’s technological foundation is built on open banking, a sector regulated in the UK by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). The company has established a robust presence across the UK and several European markets, and the latest funding round marks a deliberate push into the U.S., where payment dynamics and compliance requirements present unique opportunities and challenges.
This round’s participation by TechStars Ventures aligns with the accelerator’s ongoing efforts to back promising fintech startups globally. TechStars, with nearly two decades of experience supporting early-stage companies through mentorship and investment, recently increased its funding terms to provide greater capital to startups within its programs. The accelerator is also actively raising a new $150 million fund geared towards expanding its global footprint, underscoring its commitment to nurturing innovative ventures like Yaspa.
The partnership with Metavallon, a VC firm with a history of supporting fintech innovations, also reinforces Yaspa’s growth trajectory. Metavallon’s involvement contributes not only capital but validation of Yaspa’s potential to transform payment processes within regulated sectors.
As Yaspa embarks on its U.S. market expansion, the company faces a landscape characterised by complex regulatory demands and a pressing need for more secure and efficient payment solutions. The fresh funding equips Yaspa with the resources to hire local talent, forge essential strategic partnerships, and tailor its platform to meet market-specific requirements, positioning it to be a significant player in the competitive payments infrastructure space.
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