BT debuts multi-slice 5G network to revolutionise connectivity at SailGP Portsmouth Grand Prix
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BT Group has announced a significant collaboration with the global racing championship SailGP, introducing advanced 5G Standalone network slicing technology to deliver robust connectivity and improve both operational efficiency and fan engagement at the upcoming Emirates Great Britain Sail Grand Prix in Portsmouth on July 19-20. For the first time at a SailGP event, BT will deploy multiple concurrent network slices, showcasing a tailored approach to managing the intense data and communication demands of the event.
At the Portsmouth event, which features 12 national teams competing on the Solent waters, BT, working closely with SailGP and Ericsson, the championship's global technology partner, will provide dedicated network slices designed specifically for critical use cases. These include seamless boat connectivity for voice communications, telemetry data, and on-board video transfers; transaction support for point-of-sale terminals in the merchandise shop; broadcast trials with Sony using 5G live production products for an ultra-low-latency Full HD live feed to 212 countries; and instant, assured media uploads by select photographers using Sony connected camera solutions.
BT’s network slicing capability leverages 5G Standalone technology to carve out dedicated, high-performance channels within the mobile network, ensuring that congested public networks do not impact vital communications and data streams needed for the event. This implementation in Portsmouth is a milestone for BT, as it expands on previous deployments at high-profile locations such as Wembley Stadium and the Belfast Christmas market. The technology is powered through EE, the UK’s leading mobile network, now available to over 30 million people in more than 50 towns and cities.
The Portsmouth event will also introduce SailGP’s 360-degree AR/VR experience, allowing fans unprecedented immersion by virtually putting them onboard an F50 racing catamaran. This experience relies on newly tested higher capacity 5G radios from BT and Ericsson, enabling ultra-low latency and gigabit speeds that push the boundaries of live event engagement.
This collaboration continues a broader trend within SailGP, which has been at the forefront of integrating cutting-edge 5G technology to enhance racing and entertainment experiences. In early 2025, SailGP named Ericsson as its global technology supplier, advancing Private 5G solutions instrumental in managing the enormous volume of real-time data—over 53 billion data points per race day—collected and transmitted between offshore boats and on-shore teams. This data includes critical race analytics such as position, course layout, and wind direction, supporting transparent and fair competition.
Earlier collaborations with other telecom leaders further highlight SailGP's commitment to tech innovation. In 2024, T-Mobile partnered with SailGP for the New York Sail Grand Prix, delivering 5G Advanced Network Solutions and network slicing to enhance both fan experience and on-water communications. This partnership provided real-time data transmission and immersive fan engagement, similar to BT’s deployment in Portsmouth. T-Mobile's ongoing involvement extends to Seasons 4 and 5, showcasing action cameras mounted on F50s to deliver live point-of-view footage from the athletes' perspectives.
SailGP’s pioneering use of 5G technology dates back to 2022, when Telefónica and later T-Mobile implemented portable 5G Standalone networks at various events, experimenting with live drone video streaming and sensor data transmission critical for on-race decision-making. These efforts established a high-bandwidth, low-latency wireless network capable of handling hundreds of thousands of data points per second, fundamental for the real-time racing analytics that define the championship.
Kerry Small, Chief Operating Officer at BT Group, highlighted that 5G Standalone technology does more than speed up data; it unlocks customised capabilities that enhance customer experiences. Speaking about the Portsmouth collaboration, Small said the network slicing solution demonstrates BT’s evolution of the UK’s best network to deliver next-generation connectivity and more immersive fan experiences. Warren Jones, Chief Technology Officer of SailGP, acknowledged the importance of this tech-driven approach, emphasizing how BT’s 5G standalone network slicing enables real-time communication, telemetry, and live video transmission, fundamentally transforming the global delivery of the sport.
Limited tickets remain available for the Emirates Great Britain Sail Grand Prix, presenting a unique opportunity for attendees to witness this fusion of high-speed sailing and cutting-edge connectivity technology firsthand. SailGP continues to push the boundaries at the intersection of sport and technology, making this an exciting moment in the evolution of live, tech-driven global sporting events.
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