UK-US tech alliance deepens with record investments and AI focus during Trump’s second state visit
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During President Donald Trump's second state visit to the United Kingdom, a significant shift in the traditional guest list at the Windsor Castle state banquet underlined the evolving economic and geopolitical priorities of both nations. The dinner prominently featured leading figures in technology rather than the usual Hollywood celebrities, signalling the rising prominence of tech leaders like Apple CEO Tim Cook, OpenAI’s Sam Altman, NVIDIA CEO Jensen Huang, Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella, Alphabet’s Ruth Porat, Salesforce CEO Marc Benioff, and venture capitalist David Sacks. The event, co-hosted alongside British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, underscored the growing importance of artificial intelligence (AI) and advanced technologies in the transatlantic relationship.
Central to the visit was the signing of the landmark Tech Prosperity Deal, a bilateral agreement aimed at bolstering innovation and joint development in artificial intelligence, quantum computing, and civil nuclear technologies. Valued at £31 billion ($42 billion), the deal reflects a major commitment by US tech giants—Microsoft announced a £22 billion investment in AI and cloud infrastructure, including a supercomputer in Loughton, while Nvidia pledged to deploy 120,000 graphics processing units (GPUs) across the UK, marking its largest European rollout. Google committed £5 billion for data centres and AI research, and additional substantial investments were pledged by CoreWeave, Salesforce, Amazon Web Services, and Oracle. This surge of investment is intended to position the UK as a global leader in AI infrastructure and innovation, while also advancing health sector digital ecosystems and nuclear development projects under joint UK-US cooperation.
President Trump, who admitted limited personal knowledge of AI during his speeches, humourously noted the rapid pace of technological change, joking the technology was "taking over the world" while placing a light-hearted caveat on the outcomes of the newly signed agreement. The visit further highlighted the US administration’s sharper focus on technology policy, with Trump historically taking a critical stance on supply chains and regulatory issues of major tech companies. He has actively engaged with Silicon Valley leaders in multiple gatherings, though some notable figures like Elon Musk were absent from these events.
The visit functioned as a diplomatic and economic pivot for the UK, demonstrating Prime Minister Starmer’s calculated risk in inviting Trump back despite his unpredictability. The state visit culminated in securing record-breaking US corporate investments totalling £150 billion across tech, finance, and energy sectors, reinforcing the UK’s strategic role in the global AI race against China. However, while the economic gains and deepened tech ties were celebrated as a diplomatic success, less progress was reported on sensitive geopolitical issues including Ukraine, Gaza, US tariffs on British steel, and Middle East policy disputes. The visit also avoided revisiting controversies such as the Jeffrey Epstein case.
Technologically, the UK stands to become Europe’s leading GPU hub by 2026, largely driven by Nvidia’s £11 billion programme deploying Blackwell GPUs through partners like Nscale and CoreWeave. This initiative greatly enhances the country’s sovereign computing power and AI capabilities and complements government efforts like the AI growth zones project in North East England. These investments signal a comprehensive alignment with US tech infrastructure and policy, entrenching the UK's role in the rapidly transforming global tech landscape.
Overall, President Trump’s state visit, marked by royal fanfare and direct engagement with the tech sector, symbolises a new phase in UK-US relations focused heavily on future-facing technologies and economic collaboration. It underscores a strategic partnership shaped by the imperatives of AI competitiveness and digital sovereignty, amidst ongoing political and trade complexities on both sides of the Atlantic.
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