Africa Uncensored and DW Akademie launch AI in the Newsroom Fellowship for practical journalistic innovation
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Africa Uncensored and DW Akademie have opened applications for the AI in the Newsroom Fellowship 2026, a six-month programme aimed at helping journalists turn artificial intelligence from a buzzword into practical newsroom tools. The initiative is intended for media professionals who want to build solutions that improve editorial workflows, reporting efficiency and day-to-day production rather than simply experiment with generic AI prompts.
The fellowship will run from June to December 2026 and is being described by the organisers as a hands-on technical lab for journalists, editors and news content creators. According to the calls published by Africa Uncensored and partner outlets, selected fellows will be expected to identify a concrete newsroom problem, design an AI-powered prototype and work towards a deployable product that can be used in a real editorial setting.
Participants are set to receive technical training in AI tools for data journalism, AI literacy and responsible use, alongside guidance on AI-assisted editorial workflows. The programme also promises project mentorship, access to a collaborative network of media professionals and a dedicated sandbox of tools for testing and refining solutions. Organisers say they are particularly interested in projects that emphasise transparency, financial accountability and public interest journalism.
Applicants must be journalists, editors, news content creators or other media professionals with a clear use case for AI in their work. They are also required to submit a letter of commitment from their newsroom, or, in the case of freelancers, a personal commitment letter tied to the proposed project. The application deadline is 30 April 2026, with the organisers asking candidates to apply through the official form rather than by email.
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